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Anthropologist and researcher
Collaborated with architects for many years and today architectural anthro has become key word in my academic work, I teach phd students in how to combine these two disciplines and I have recevied funding for establishing a Nordic research network focussing on arch anthro

So why mix these to particular disciplines?





Nordic human-centered approach



Need of a new knowledge base?
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Well, there were always overlapping interests between anthropology and architecture: Anthropologists have for many years been interested in human dwellings, house societies and spatial organisation.. Architects have on the other hand, been interested in vernacular architecture – or architecture witout architects, as it is also called.

During the last 10-15 years there has been a renewed academinc interest in the intersections between anthropology and architecture which can be seen in conferences, publications etc



Recent developments in both disciplines make trans-
disciplinary collaboration even more relevant

>> Anthropology can contribute to architecture with 
better understanding of people, places and processes

http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www10.aeccafe.com/blogs/arch-showcase/2014/03/25/childrens-interactive-museum-in-riyadh-saudi-arabia-by-henning-larsen-architects/&ei=0Z2uVNPkAcyqPI7DgbAH&bvm=bv.83134100,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNHMaPssI73CG1RAJm03JqEkYcBTWA&ust=1420816196828943


>> And architecture can help qualify and 
develop ’the material turn’ in anthropology

”Things do speak (…) but the problem is how to hear 
them past all the things we say about them” 
(Holbraad 2011)
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However architecture can also contribute to anthropology. Especially when one considers the socalled material turn anthroologist might benefit from collaborating with architects and designes and learn from their approach to the built environment



But there are also challenging differences 
to take into account…
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However there are som differences between the disciplines that can be challenging



COMMUNICATION

Architects: Anthropologists:
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First of all, the way of communicating is rather different: to illustrate it, I found a picture of an architectural and an anthropological journal – I’ll leave it for you to decide which of the two looks more interesting! Of course, this is a difference that can be overcome, but it might prevent many from these two disciplines to even pay attention to what each other are doing. Also, it is not just a matter of usind pictures or not – it is also what pictures, I have learned by now to add lots of photos, but what I have still not learned is the importance of aligning them, so that this line is parallel with this one..



TEMPORALITY

Architects:
Add something new to the world

Anthropologists:
Explore existing, lived worlds

”The ethnographer works in ever greater detail to 
ensure that she has got the present just rigth (…)The 
designer uses the present – and uses it often
imperfectly – as a provisional leaping off point for re-
imagining possible futures” (Hunt 2011)
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Slightly more serious or harder to overcome is maybe what I call the difference of temporality: that architects’ raison d’etre is changing the world by adding something to it, even when they do research they might do it but intervening, and seeing what comes out of it. Anthropologists on the other hand, tend to describe the world as it is first and then – if ever – trying to suggest some kind of change. Of course studying a place is also intervening, and an anthropologic description also adds something to the world – but still there is a difference here, that can both be a potential but also a challenge.



NORMATIVITY

Architects:
Quality!

Anthropologists: 
What matters to 
people? 
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Related to this is what I call the difference of normativity. Architects are not afraid to talk about quality, and whether something is good or not, whereas anthropologists trained in a paradigm of cultural relativism as many of us are, are more comfortable in questioning such values: quality according to who? Good in what perspectives etc?
Of course the architectural concept of quality might seem slightly elitist, as this drawing suggests, and anthropologist often like to think of themselves as a friend of the native, the people, the underdog

However, this is much of course a charicature. Maybe it is in overcoming these differences, or in navigating consciencely between them, that we can develop new and productive ways of approaching the built environment. I look very much forward to hearing the different perspectives on how to develop this novel field, and learn more about what kind of research is going on in the cross field between architecture and anthropology.

  



NORDIC RESEARCH NETWORK FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

- Research environment that links across national, 
institutional and disciplinary boundaries

- Junior and established researchers and stakeholders
outside academia

- Funding from the joint committee for Nordic research 
councils in the humanities and social sciences
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research and stakeholders outside academia: Danish Building Research Institute as very dedicated 




• Marie Stender, Researcher, Danish Building Research Institute, 
Aalborg University

• Claus Bech-Danielsen, Professor, Danish Building Research 
Institute, Aalborg University

• Aina Landsverk Hagen, Senior Researcher, Work Research 
Institute, Oslo Metropolitan University

• Eli Støa, Professor, Department of Architecture and Planning, 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology

• Jennifer Mack, Researcher, School of Architecture, KTH Royal 
Institute of Technology

• Sten Gromark, Professor, Architecture and Civil Engineering, 
Building Design, Chalmers University of Technology



• Workshop I: Housing, homes & built environment
(Copenhagen)

• Workshop II: Urban Space and everyday life
(Göteborg)

• Workshop III: Processes of creativity, participation 
and design (Oslo)

• Common publications/research proposal



WORKSHOP I:

• What is architectural anthropology?

• How can it contribute to the understanding and 
development of housing, homes and built 
environments? 

• And how can it be developed into tools to be used 
by architects and urban designers? 



PROGRAMME

10.30 KEYNOTE: Above, below and in-between: 
of surfaces, grounds and the interstitiality of 
things

Tim Ingold, Emeritus Professor of Social 
Anthropology, University of Aberdeen

11.30 Anthropology and Architecture: Motives and 
Ethics in Creating Knowledge

Anne Sigfrid Grønseth, Anthropologist, 
Professor, Inland Norway University & 
Eli Støa, Professor Architecture & Planning, 
Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology

12.00 Lunch
13.00 Materiality and the Design of Borders Shahram Khosravi, Professor Social 

Anthropology, Stockholm University
13.30 Living and Building with Light Mikkel Bille, Social Anthropologist, 

Associate Professor, Roskilde University
14.00 KEYNOTE: Re-housing Alvaro Siza: 

Architectural Archiving and the Quest for 
Legacy

Albena Yaneva, Professor of Architectural 
Theory, University of Manchester

15.00 Coffee break
15.30 Architectural anthropology from an 

architect’s point of view
Laura Helene Højring, Architect, PHD fellow, 
Danish Building Research Institute 

16.00 How youth participation in urban 
development projects shakes up 
anthropology and architecture: Stories from 
Oslo

Aina Landsverk Hagen, Senior Researcher, 
Social Anthropologist, the Work Research 
Institute (AFI), Oslo Metropolitan University

16.30 How people use their apartments – a better 
knowledge base for improved residential 
designs 

Ola Nylander, Professor, Chalmers ACE, 
CBA & AIDAH

17.00 Round-off and good-bye
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